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    Section 1: Reading for Ideas

Read Passage 1 in the insert and answer all the questions below in the order set.

1 (a) Notes [15 marks]

  Identify and write down information from the passage which describes the advantages 
and disadvantages of extended shopping hours.

  USE ONLY THE MATERIAL FROM PARAGRAPH 2 TO PARAGRAPH 6 INCLUSIVE.
  At this stage, you need NOT use your own words. To help you get started, the first point 

in each section of notes is done for you. You will be awarded up to 15 marks for content 
points.

MAIN POINTS

Advantages of extended shopping hours

• People don’t have to rush to the shops

Disadvantages of extended shopping hours

• Decreases opportunity for family activities
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 (b) Summary

  Now use your notes to write a summary, in which you explain the advantages and 
disadvantages of extended shopping hours, as outlined in the passage.

  This time, you will be awarded up to 5 marks for using your own words wherever 
possible and for accurate use of language.

  Your summary, which must be in continuous writing (not note form), must be no longer 
than 160 words, including the 10 words given below. Begin your summary as follows:

Extending hours for shopping is arguably a good thing because  ....................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................    

 ..........................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................

 No. of words 
 [5]
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2 From your reading of paragraph 2, decide which one of the following statements is true and 
tick the box you have chosen.

 It takes a long time to buy a family meal in a supermarket.  

 Students can juggle part-time work with their studies.   

 Fathers never take part-time jobs.      [1]

3 From paragraph 4, select and write down two opinions.

One opinion is  .........................................................................................................................

 ............................................................................................................................................. [1]

Another opinion is  ...................................................................................................................

 ............................................................................................................................................. [1]

4 From your own knowledge or experience, give two examples of ‘valuable recreational 
excursions’ for families. Do not refer to specific examples in the passage in your answer.

One example is  .......................................................................................................................

 ............................................................................................................................................. [1]

Another example is  .................................................................................................................

 ............................................................................................................................................. [1]

 Total for Section 1 [25]
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    Section 2: Reading for Meaning

Read Passage 2 in the insert and answer all the questions below in the order set.

From paragraph 1

5 (a) What was going to happen to the baby in the morning?

 ..........................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................... [1]

 (b) Explain fully why the baby’s requirements are described as ‘pitifully small’.

 ..........................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................... [2]

 (c) After the writer was told that Octavia was well, what two aspects of her behaviour  
showed her nervousness? 

  (i)  ..................................................................................................................................

    ..................................................................................................................................

  (ii)  ..................................................................................................................................

    .............................................................................................................................. [2]

From paragraph 2

6 (a) What two things worried the writer about the way in which Octavia might have been 
treated in hospital?

  (i)  ..................................................................................................................................

    ..................................................................................................................................

  (ii)  ..................................................................................................................................

    .............................................................................................................................. [2]

 (b) Why do you think that ‘earlier these things had seemed trivial’?

 ...................................................................................................................................... [1]

 (c) Explain in your own words why ‘life seemed to have gone back to normal’.

 ..........................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................... [2]
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From paragraph 3

7 (a) The writer was worried about Octavia’s ‘inactivity’ in hospital. Pick out and write down 
the single word used in the paragraph which continues the idea of ‘inactivity’.

 ...................................................................................................................................... [1]

 (b) For what two reasons was it now ‘imperative’ for the writer to see her baby?  

  (i)  ..................................................................................................................................

    ..................................................................................................................................

  (ii)  ..................................................................................................................................

    .............................................................................................................................. [2]

From paragraph 4

8 Explain fully the ‘silly risk’ the senior nurse had taken.

 .................................................................................................................................................

 .................................................................................................................................................

 ............................................................................................................................................. [2]

From paragraph 5

9 (a) Why do you think the nurses greeted the writer ‘nervously’?

 ..........................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................... [1]

 (b) The nurses had ‘that whole building behind them’ whereas the writer had nothing except 
her ‘intention’. Without copying from the passage, explain in your own words what 
this means.

 ..........................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................... [2]

 (c) How did the senior nurse show that she was annoyed with the writer?

 ..........................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................... [1]
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From paragraph 6

10 The surgeon was ‘white with anger’. Why do you think he was angry? 

 .................................................................................................................................................

 ............................................................................................................................................. [1]

From the whole passage

11 Choose five of the following words. For each of them give one word or short phrase (of not 
more than seven words) which has the same meaning that the word has in the passage. 

 1. poignancy (line 4) 5. vehemence (line 16)
 2. appointed (line 5) 6. summoning (line 18)
 3. copiously (line 10) 7. tedious (line 29)
 4. preoccupied (line 11) 8. hardened (line 33)

Five words chosen
(from list above)

Answer

( ) ...................................... .............................................................................................. [1]

( ) ...................................... .............................................................................................. [1]

( ) ...................................... .............................................................................................. [1]

( ) ...................................... .............................................................................................. [1]

( ) ...................................... .............................................................................................. [1]

 [5]

 Total for Section 2 [25]
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